August 20, 2008 Government Affairs Conference Call
Agenda Items to be discussed

Updates/Discussion about July State Advisory Meetings:

· HSSAP 
· Was there discussion about the issues that prevented many programs from cutting children to deal with the lack of a cola?

· Sue Buffton will forward Blair an email where she outlined some of the issues preventing her from reducing children

· Blair will use this and information from other programs to put together something for Harriet to outline the issues to ensure that OCDEL understands why programs did not do this.

· ELN Advisory
· No new information, review time frame

· Are moving ahead and will be piloting with EI this year

· Head Start wants to make sure that they are going to make it possible for Federal children to be represented in the data base and have indications that this is what they want to happen

· Focusing on HIPPA issues

· OCDEL Advisory

· Focused on creation of the State Advisory Council required in the Head Start Act.

· Got information from another meeting saying that the State Advisory Council will actually replace the OCDEL Advisory committee

· Council will be made up primarily of the chairs of the other OCDEL committees and then some other stake holders across the state
· Current Professional Development Advisory Committee has been disbanded, but will be re-organized and meet in a different form
· No upcoming meetings between now and next call

Update on E-Rate

· Believe that there needs to be a conversation with Harriet before any big position/move is made on this

· Will get a report on how that conversation went on the September call

· AIU reported that they have tried to do this unsuccessfully

· May help defray some of the costs associated with the ELN

· Also need to make sure that the State understands that all Pre-K, not jut Head Start, should be eligible because

· Federally mandated program that tax payers are paying for

· Will not negatively impact the amount or who is currently receiving the grant in PA

· Jeff reported that the national E-Rate workgroup was disbanded so don’t see this as the priority that it once was from OHS.

· Had been trying to get a group of FCC approved E-Rate certifiers together

· FCC rejected the request because it has to come from a specific program not an entity representing a number of groups.

Pre K Blended Funding Task Force

· Fiscal & program managers to focus on public pre-K funding (PK-C, EI, Child Care Works, HSSAP, STARS, Title 1, ABG & Basic Ed funding with possibility of others)
· Doesn’t say what about those funding streams

· Doesn’t mention federal funding

· 5 meetings scheduled between now & January of 09

· Selected about 30 people

· Blair was selected

· Do we know others who were and weren’t selected?  Carole Barone-Martin & Tammy from Cen-Clear.
Voter Registration

· What if anything are programs doing around voter registration?

· Something from NHSA asking if programs feel like they need anything?

· Do people need help in terms of clarifying what is allowed in reauthorization?

· Can happen in Head Start facilities program can’t be lead agency organizing and staff cannot be using paid time

· Blair will forward the info from NHSA to directors and put information in the monthly update.

Other issues

Next Call:  September 17, 2008 from 3:00 – 4:00
