February 17, 2010 GAC Conference Call

· Committee Meetings
· PKC Advisory Committee Conference call

· Nothing of urgency happened

· Early Learning Council Feb 25th

· Career Prep March 5th
· Gov's Proposed 2010-2011 Early Learning Budget
· Both PKC & HSSAP were carried forward at January cut levels

· Not flat funding

· PHSA board did send a letter to OCDEL voicing concerns about the disparity in the cuts between HSSAP & PKC

· Harriet emphasized that the proposal was based on correct budget projections

· Also noted that January’s loss was the most significant of the budget year thus far

· Idea that tax revenue would increase significantly in next 6 mths is unlikely given the slow economy still

· Likely that July will come and the projections will prove to be substantially off of what is reality in terms of revenue

· Blair sent out an email around the budget including links to a number of presentations – can find more detail in that email

Question:

Any opportunity to discuss need to reduce children?

Would be a discussion to have with Tracy Campanini at Administrators’ meeting next Monday.

Also need to talk about the issue of reducing children vs. classrooms.

· PKC Regulations

· Are sitting with the IRRC right now

· Requesting letters of support

· Email Karen and she will send you some information

· PHSA did send a support letter

· Programs need to make their own decision about sending a letter

· Definitely can’t afford with the changing administration to be feeding any negative information related to this right now
· Head Start Impact Study
· Have sent out NHSA’s talking points

· PHSA currently working on a more direct version and will be sending it out

· Please contact PHSA if you want to talk through how you might respond if you are asked

· Have been 2 negative articles in the last 2 weeks in a PGH paper

· Using Impact Study data to bash Head Start

· Local programs have been working to get a rebuttal

· Barb Minzenburg submitted a letter

· Former Parent of Sue Buffton

· Neither has been printed

· Need to recognize that this is a very conservative paper

· Main stream news organizations nationally haven’t even picked-up on this because they recognize that it really isn’t an issue

· Study is limited and we national & local research that show the positive impact of Head Start on participating children and families.
· PHSA Administrators' Meeting
· Around 60 people registered and you can still sign up

· Cathleen Palm will talk big picture

· Nancy Elmore, Tracy Campanini, Oral Health Initiative, Networking
· ELN Survey – Kirsty Brown will coming
· Not a focus on what is wrong currently

· RIII was charged by OHS to investigate whether OHS should encourage PA Head Start to enter all Fed. Children into the ELN

· Nancy is committed to finding out what is in it for Head Start

· Realize that we’ve had conversation before

· Encourage you to complete survey that was sent out so that Nancy has information that she can use in her discussions with OHS

· Pressure isn’t necessarily coming from OCDEL

· Pressure is coming from Feds

· If we don’t do it, someone else will because OHS is looking at how this would happen

· Also having Adele Lynn

· Internationally recognized leadership/business/organizational management expert

· Will be doing free 1.5 hour session

· Is a lead in to a Pre-Conference session that she will be doing that will be more in-depth

· Please email topics to add to the agenda to PHSA

Question:

· PHSA Board of Director's Elections
· Have sent out information about the 12 openings on the Board

· Closing date for nominations is this Friday the 19th
· Do not have a full slate in all of the classes

· PHSA Board is an entity that has significant state-wide decision making and advocacy responsibilities

· Board has done numerous things to reach out to the HS community and provide information and get input

· Would like to offer a plea to the community to recognize the responsibility and to either think about running yourself or think of someone appropriate in your program

· Info was sent out yesterday and can be sent out again if you need it – just email PHSA Office

· Climate in PA is good in some parts, but challenging too

· Recognize everything that programs have on their plate from economic issues to expansion

· PHSA is in a strong position to continue to have strong leadership in PA through economic crisis and transition to new administration

· Know that people feel time is precious but this would be a good use of time for the right kind of people
· PHSA Spring Conference
· 3 Pre-Conference Sessions

· Adele Lynn

· TOT Health from AAP/ECELS

· EHS

· Registration and on-line preliminary agenda
· Items from the field
· Would like to add discussion about income verification for PKC to the Administrators’ Meeting agenda

· PHSA Offices will be moving within the building

· Will probably not be responding to emails as quickly as normally would 
Next Call:

Wednesday, March 17th, 2010 from 3:00 – 4:00
