PHSA Government Affairs Conference Call

January 21, 2009

· Review of any PA State Advisory Committee Meetings

· Braided Funding

1. Believe there will be a web based tool

1. Include how to develop a budget with multiple funding streams

2. Matrix of various types of funding being used with information on how to access it and include it in your program

· Alignment

1. Sub-group from Career Prep Committee

2. Temporary task force 

3. Editing the CBK to match NAEYC standards for Higher Ed accreditation & the PDE Guidance for Higher Ed in developing certification programs

4. Want to increase use of CBK among Higher Ed in their courses and by students as they graduate and teach

· PA PIRC

1. New Director Dr. Mark Lewis

2. Creating a Train the Trainers Model

3. All Early Learning Programs

4. Providers work with parents to continue to be an advocate for their child throughout their education

1. Understanding and navigating the system

5. Modules being offered at Summit – resources included to take back and teach

6. Talk of State Wide parent involvement conference

7. Advocacy network for bills, funding & parent involvement in new ECE certification programs

· ELN

1. Conference Call next week

2. Update on progress with the network

· Learning Standards

1. New group

2. Revise the State’s Learning Standards based on data from recent alignment study

· Pre-K Counts Advisory

1. State Economy

2. Update on Regulations & teacher certification

3. STARS data

· STARS

1. Recent focus of group has been to look at issues with CC and accreditation when ECERS scores drop

2. Very little focus on Head Start at this point

· Head Start and the Economic Recovery Package

· What it looks like

1. House bill calls for 2.1 bill in funding for Head Start

2. Doesn’t talk about reauthorization funding formula or not

3. Estimates on PA $ is 67 million

4. 2 year bill with ½ coming to state immediately and 2nd wave Oct. 1st.

5. ½ designed for Head Start and ½ for EHS with a fair amount of training in EHS

6. Believe 16.75 million for each right away and 16.75 million Oct. 1

· Advocacy

1. Has someone from every program on own time reached out to every PA rep in Congress and Senate?

2. 3 points 

1. Short term shot for local economy 

2. investment in educational infrastructure

3. Investment now saves money over time

3. NHSA numbers were lower than they wanted them to be

1. PA was OK, but still room for improvement

4. Will be working on the bill over the next few weeks 

1. everything from Feb 1 to March 1

2. could also clarify funds in relation to reauthorization funding formula

· HSSAP and the sample OCDEL letter to the Governor
· OCDEL sent out sample letter to the Governor encouraging him to continue to support EL programs as he has in past

· Raised concerns about HSSAP because it didn’t appear in the letter

· Not the first time this has happened

1. Administrators meeting talked about lack of public focus/attention about Head Start in OCDEL literature

2. Often is omitted from the list of OCDEL programs

· Brought this issue to both Harriet’s and Kelly Swanson (Communication Directors) attention

1. Not much said about it

· When HSSAP was omitted from letter, Anne Doerr brought this to Kelly’s attention

1. Draft letter to go to Harriet being worked on by Blair & some other directors

2. Struggling with tone and how direct/forceful the letter needs to be

· At minimum, encouraging programs to edit the letter to the Governor to include HSSAP before sending it

· Underlying issue is that as we enter the budget negotiations the need to advocate for HSSAP is important

1. Lack of advocacy will but us at disadvantage as the legislator is working to develop budget under tough economic times

2. Have heard that many think we don’t need as much because we will be getting a chunk from the Federal Recovery package

3. Most optimistic is flat funding for all EL programs

· State Wide Marketing

· Display at the Capitol Feb 23 – 27

· Information has been sent out to all programs on how to participate

· Email Karen with questions

· Reminders:  
· February Administrators Meeting
1. Will have more information on

1. Federal Recovery Package

2. Reauthorization progress

3. Proposed State Budget 
· PHSA Spring Conference

· NHSA Board Meeting
· Leadership meeting talked about getting on agenda for Board meeting next Friday Jan. 30th to voice PA Director’s concerns about status of NHSA

1. No ED

2. No lobbyist for past 5 months

3. R IV is officially not a part of NHSA – large portion of the South East

1. Have hired David Bradly to actively lobby for them in DC

· Carol Sutton is organizing and planning to attend

1. Looking for other directors to accompany her and share their concerns as well

2. Have already talked with Mary Gunning

3. Have been working with Blair to craft talking points

4. Have made some progress 

1. Audit information on website

2. Change in by-laws on website

5. Concern about paying dues

1. Reassurance that it will support advocacy and lobbying not lawyers defending a wrongful termination lawsuit

2. PA programs represent a substantial portion of NHSA dues

1. Already lost money from RIV dues

· Contact Blair/Carol for more info or if interested in making the trip

· PHSA Board of Directors Elections

· Taking nominations in all 4 groups

· All info appears on 
