January 20, 2010 GAC Conference Call

· Committee Reports

· ELN Advisory

· System Focus Groups
· Looking for input from people who directly use the system and are putting data into the ELN 

· Jan 25th from 9:00 – 10:30
· Webinar format

· Need to have strong Head Start input

· Send names of potential participants to Karen ASAP

· Keystone Babies

· OCDEL Grant to obtain I/T set aside portion from CCDBG ARRA funds

1. Proposed an I/T analogue to PKC

· Grant was returned by Feds with requests for some revisions

1. Program was very much in-line with PKC principles of helping families at 235 – 300% poverty, full day, not subsidy eligible families so no co-pay
2. Feds said that wasn’t in-line with the CCDBG mission of supporting low-income, working parents obtain affordable, quality CC

3. Appear to think that they can make the revision and obtain the funds

· Plan to use the Reach and Risk data to identify potential counties

1. Will hold a competitive RFP process in those counties

2. PHSA & members need to keep updated because of potential supplanting of EHS similar to those issues between HS & PKC

· Changes to T & TA System

· National Resources Centers around some version of a content area

· What isn’t being said is that the Fed’s have decided to rebid the contracts for both the State Based system and the GPSS

· RFP should be out shortly

· Think new contracts awarded around August

· Believe RIII will experience loss

· Gut the GPSS system to create the National Research Centers with Content based areas

· Hard for us b/c we have great relationship with our GPSS side of TA system

· Concerns have been raised about this

· Don’t believe that there is anything that can be done

· Will keep community posted if something does come up

· PA Budget Cuts and PHSA response

· HSSAP cuts

· Have expressed concern about HSSAP cuts being larger proportion than PKC cuts

· PHSA will be sending a formal letter raising our concerns to Todd Klunck

· Don’t believe that anything can be done about this set of cuts

· Letter is raising concerns that HS community has about how we will fair in Governor’s proposed EL budget

· We are hoping for flat funding

· Raising the issue because it isn’t consistent with principle of a continuum of equal partners

· Still programs who haven’t gotten back to Tracy Campanini about 2nd quarter budget 

· Hopeful that if programs haven’t expended full budget may use money to reduce the % of cuts that individual programs have to absorb

Comments:

Sue – once again we’re in HSSAP as the step-child mode.

· Home Visiting Principles

· 2 conference call and group being organized around developing Home Visiting Principles

· Related to the Protect Our Children Committee

· Original focus on home visiting and child welfare issues

· Reached out to the Early Childhood Education field for input

· Also related to the Federal movement on Home Visiting and preparation for potential future dollars

· Would like to put people who are running quality home based programs on committee to ensure that principles work for particularly EHS programs

· Believe work will happen in the next few months, mostly by conference call

· Early Childhood Caucus

· Effort on State-wide advocates part to create will for early learning programs within the State legislature
Items from the field:

SUM – know that at least 2 school districts were approached by OCDEL and encouraged to apply for PKC funds that would directly compete with SUM.

Don’t know if this is happening in other areas – is OCDEL soliciting applicants and why aren’t they going public with it?

· EHS Training Needs Survey

· Word of encouragement for people to fill out survey about EHS training needs

· Survey is for anyone providing EHS services, not just new or expansion grantees

· Winter Administrators’ Meeting

· Feb. 22-23rd at Holiday Inn Grantville

· Registration and basic agenda is available on the PHSA website

· Spring Conference

· Accepting on-line workshop proposals

· Committee will be reviewing proposals on Feb. 4th
· Will be sending out target requests for workshops in areas that aren’t well represented at that point

· Would encourage anyone to put in a proposal on any topic at this point.

· Oral Health Task Force

· State TA System, GPSS staff, HSSCO & PHSA working together on this issue

· Will be developing 3 regional focus groups

· Looking at long term capacity building and solutions across the state

· Send names of interested participants to Blair

· Next Call:  February 17th
