PHSA GAC Conference Call

July 16, 2008 
Agenda:

· Review of Upcoming State advisory and work group meetings

1. Subsidy  - July 15

2. HSSAP – July 22

3. ELN – July 23

4. OCDEL July 30

5. QUEAST Infant/Toddler Retreat – August 8

· An update on PA Head Start programs and E-Rate eligibility

1. Non LEA Head Start programs not considered eligible by the state of PA

2. Feeling that it would take money away from school districts & libraries

3. Not an accurate assessment 

· USAC/SLD (E-Rate) has money “leftover” each year.  The amount of money being provided to Head Start in PA is insignificant in the grand scheme of things.  E-Rate is not allocated by state… it is allocated by each applicant.  The more applicants a state has the more money the state receives.  
·  If non LEA/IU did not receive money from E-Rate in PA then there is more money for the remaining applicants (nation wide)… but the amount is not enough to change the cutoff for Priority 2 funding by a percentage point.  All Priority 1 is funded each year.  So, the only impact would be to the Priority 2 cutoff amount which has been from 70% to 86% discount level the last few years.  Keep in mind that the cutoff discount level is impacted more by SLD program rules than funding… but that is another story.  See: http://www.e-ratepa.org/funding_analysis.htm 
·  The fund for E-Rate is about 2.25 billion each year.  The estimated average funding request for Non LEA/IU Head Start programs in PA to be around $9 million each year at best.  While $9 million is a substantial amount of money to a few grantees in PA; it is practically insignificant to the E-Rate program as a whole.  The latest fraud case made public by the FCC was $56 million.
·  Most states eventually come to the realization that their state receives less money for education if Non LEA/IU Head Start programs are excluded.  Since the funds are collected from fees paid by telephone users, theoretically it could be said PA is paying more for E-Rate and receiving less than other states.
What should PHSA do?

Action

· Need a statement/letter from PHSA to the State requesting that non-lea Head Start Programs be considered eligible in PA.

· No negative impact on grants the state currently receives

· Other states have allowed non-lea Head Start programs to apply

· State Budget and ECE funding

1. Brief review of 2008-2009 State Budget & ECE funding

2.  Input on what the Head Start community would like to see for the 2009-2010 State Budget

· Predictions for next year are not good

· Believe will struggle to get money to continue funding at current level

· Many conversations among advocates at this point have focused around improving the system given that there will most likely be no new money

· Head Start discussion so far

· Restore the cut

1. Programs did not take advantage of opportunity to cut children as a response to not receiving cola last year

2. Children are counted in both state and federal numbers so can’t cut

3. Cutting a couple of kids did not significantly ease budgets – operating costs stay the same and only outcome is a couple fewer children don’t get services

· Put money into TEACH to make non-Pre-K Counts Head Start teachers eligible

· Do we ask for COLA in addition to restoring the cut?

1. Not even asking for it in terms of salaries – need it to respond to increased cost to operate program

2. Pushing for higher salaries in PKC while not considering a COLA for teachers employed in HSSA is contradictory

· Please send other suggestions to Blair ASAP

1. Advocates are meeting with Harriet on the 19th at noon.

2. Will provide an update during next months call

· Discussion about National ECE legislation 

1. Education Begins At Home Act (EBAH) 

· Passed out of House committee in June

· Democratically lead is Davis from IL. With Platts as a co-sponsor

· Concern with bill and its possible impact on EHS – equally about Nurse Family Partnerships as it is about EHS

· Don’t expect it to move any further – no Senate version at this point

· Is likely to be the foundation for a new Administration as they look for something to do in 0-3.

· Would be good idea for people to sit down and look at the bill and provide comment on how it might impact EHS

· No one is currently weighing in from Head Start federally 

· Blair would be happy to speak with Platts’ aid about setting up a conference call to discuss the impact on Head Start

· Not lead – only co-sponsor

Action:

Blair contact Platts’ office to try and set up some kind of discussion

Will send a copy of the bill around with notes from today’s call

1. Providing Resources Early for Kids Act (Hirona Pre-K Bill)
· Supposedly about quality

· Some room for slots – believe it’s because there’s no pre-K in Hawaii

· Came out of committee in the house

· Republicans feel that $ should be used to increase funding for Head Start, Dems focused on using it to increase Pre-K quality

· No Senate companion at this point

· ED Consortium meeting in early August and plan on developing a strategy

· Possibly using relationship with Kennedy to put up a Senate version that has very Head Start friendly language

· Where is NHSA?

· Platts’ office did not even know that Joel Ryan had left NHSA

· Don’t believe that current NHSA lobbyist was even aware that the bill was coming out of committee

· Think that there resources are focused on other internal things to keep the organization running

· What happened to Casey’s Bill?

· Will have a new administration

· Candidates are just starting to talk about ECE

· Also a couple of other bills 

· Don’t know where they stand on the bill

1. McCain not likely to endorse a Dem’s Bill

2. Obama – probably not going to go with Clinton bill, but may want to do his own bill.

Other issues:

Action

Need to make sure that PA Head Start Reps on State Committees get copies of the committee list and guidelines for representatives with a cover letter that lets them know that it directly pertains to them.

ED Consortium will also be talking about developing a coordinated appropriations strategy

· PA has leadership in appropriations

· Will probably be talking in the future about how programs can make contact with those folks and maybe have some influence

Next Call:  August 20th.
