July 21, 2010 PHSA Government Affairs Conference Call
· Federal Budget
· House Appropriations has gone through committee

· Approved about 880 of the 980 million that the President requested

· Believe it is likely to pass in the Senate

· Will be enough money in the federal budget to continue the ARRA expansion of both HS & EHS and roll it into our base budget

· Will take some time to settle out

· Belief is that the budget process won’t be completed by Oct. 1 which is the beginning of the federal fiscal year

· Believe that they will do a continuing resolution (CR) that will be in place until after November elections

· State Budget

· FMAP – extension of reimbursements to Medicaid for states that came from ARRA

· Yesterday appointed Sen. Bird’s replacement

· Dems have enough votes to pass the bill to extend unemployment benefits

· Hopes that FMAP amendment would be included

· Probably isn’t going to be included

· PA budget assumed 850 mill in FMAP extension to balance 

· Without it, there is a hole

· Governor will need to “put money into reserve”

· Basically means cuts to programs to offset the hole

· Guess is that cut would be between 6-8% for PKC and HSSAP

· Outside chance that come Sept. FMAP might get passed or do something else to provide more aid to states

· PA in hard situation but other states are in much worse shape

· CA & NY would actually go broke

· Since the House is up for re-election, believe that they will push for something prior to election

· At best, we’re in for a chaotic ride

Questions:

FMAP money goes through December and extension is for 2nd ½ of the year.  Would that mean that the cuts would only be a ½ year cut?

Never asked the question so not sure. 

· Committee Meetings

· Subsidized child care was postponed

· Keystone STARS

· Got some input from community on what does and doesn’t work for HS programs in STARS and would like more input

· Anticipate another push for how to fully involve HS in STARS

· Not so much an OCDEL push as it is a push coming from the National Attention to Quality Rating Systems and integrating all early learning into these systems.

· Need concrete examples of the success and challenges for HS in complying with STARS

· HSSAP is not required to participate – just strongly encouraged

· Programs that did participate didn’t really get anything from it because they aren’t listed anywhere in the list of STARS sites

· Believe that pressure will come from Feds to include all early learning programs

· Enrollment & Eligibility Training

· Held July 19th
· Ted Waters did morning session 

· Jeff & Connie did afternoon session helping people think of issues and problem solve solutions

· PHSA will be writing up notes and posting them on the website

· Evals were mostly positive

· General themes were those who wanted concrete answers that unfortunately aren’t available

· The need for follow-up training that helps people further evaluate the risks in their system and solutions to those risks

· EHS Summer Camp

· Happening at Hidden Valley Aug. 9-12th
· Have preliminary agenda and lodging information posted on website

· On-line registration will be available next Monday

· Info on website can help you begin to plan for registration

· Believe that it is going to be of value, fun and reasonable priced

· Family community partnerships

· Disabilities and Health

· Lewen group doing Monitoring

· Home Visitor recruitment, training, supervision and retention

· Summit

· On-line registration and workshop selection scheduled to open first week of August

· Look for announcement once it has been opened

· Head Start in the News

· New section on PHSA website

· Providing resources for programs

· Recent letter to editor in USA Today

· Press Release from original GAO fraud report in May

· Clearly an on-going dialogue about HS, how it fits into early learning overall and is it a quality investment

· Appreciate people who wrote letters to the editor in response to the story and those who entered comments on the USA Today website

· New Webpage

· Looking at way for programs to publish annual reports that they must do on PHSA website

· Way to advertise our successes, strengths and positive outcomes

· Encourage people to think about how they use their local media to put out information on positive things happening in their program – awards, etc.

· Topics from the Field

· PA Promise Month from the Key

· PHSA has just been forwarding information to programs

· Maybe we need to have a conversation about whether there is something that PHSA could do to participate in this

· Bill Huebner will forward some documents that he got from the Key

· PHSA will rethink how to at least promote it and then if there is a good way to participate

· Know that we will be involved in some way because of the Summit

· Parents and how they get information

· One program planning on having policy council parents talk with parents about voter registration & voting during registration

· First Steps Pennsylvania

· State wide advocates including PHSA

· Launching a website

· All centered around preparing early learning community for the election

· Time frame that looks at voter registration, education and participation

Comment:  Remember that CEGs are another resource in communities that can help keep people informed

Question: Do you know much about who applied for the Early Learning Mentor Coach funding?  Thought that it would be a huge asset to our program and were excited about opportunity but couldn’t get to the minimum by ourselves.  Possibly something that PHSA could have taken on.

· Realize that the deadline past last Monday

· Association was very bogged down with Enrollment Training & EHS Summer Camp

· PHSA is interested and would be interested in knowing who applied and helping anyone who gets the money to carry it out.

· Another indication that PHSA needs to keep thinking about ways to grow in terms of T and TA

· Next meeting Aug. 18th
