PHSA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) Conference Call
June 18, 2008

· Welcome by Jo Pepper

· Won’t be doing roll call each month; participants are asked to give their name and program when they speak.

· PHSA Staff will send out notes for each call along with a current list of Head Start Representatives on State Advisory and Work Groups

Agenda:

· Review and update of the table of PA Head Start Representatives serving on State Advisory and Work groups

· Members are asked to continue to send updates to Karen and she will keep the list current

· Karen will add directions for how to get on a committee to this list

· Review and discussion of draft guidelines for Pennsylvania Head Start representatives serving on State advisory committees and workgroups
· Jo felt that the first paragraph needs to be stronger – these are the guidelines, we’d like you to follow them.

· Add names & contact information for PHSA staff on the bottom of the guide

· Add the guide as a resource on the GA section of the website

· Karen will make edits and:

· Send out to representatives and request that they follow the guidelines
· Include info about the monthly calls

· Request they be on the call 

· Review of any State Advisory or Workgroup meetings scheduled for June & July 2008 and discussion of relevant issues 
· The Professional Development Advisory Board – June 20th 

· Cross Systems TA June 24th
· The Keystone Stars Advisory Board – July 11th 

· The Subsidized Child Care Advisory Committee – July 15th 

· The HSSAP meeting – July 22nd 

· The Early Learning Network Advisory Board – July 23rd 
· Update on progress of draft E-Rate position statement
· PA programs now being told that they don’t qualify

· FCC, OHS says that it is good for Head Start

· States decide based on State statute 
· PA says that if not in an LEA or School District, Head Start’s and Pre-K Counts programs do not qualify
· Question:  what is the issue – simply that they are not in a school district or does it relate to teacher qualifications or some other issue

· Believe at issue is also the limited pot of money – don’t want to add to the list of programs that are eligible because not enough money to go around all ready

· Question about PA’s actual use of funds – is it like EITC and it doesn’t get used, is it an entitlement program where everyone that applies and qualifies gets it or is it a limited pot of money

· Jeff will follow-up with a question to Kenny Aicklund – if non LEA Head Start participated in PA would that decrease the awards that school districts & libraries get?

· Questions about previous message given to Head Start

· Know that the feds encouraged programs to apply

· What was the message coming from the State?  
· Sue Mitchell has stated that non LEA Head Starts were never meant to qualify in PA.  

· Blair will check with previous HSSCO project manager

· Other topics to bring to the group for future consideration
· Question – are other programs getting requests for Pre-K Counts slots based on Gov’s add

· Yes

· OCDEL has a script for what providers should say to parents when they tell them they are full – call your legislator

· Karen will distribute the letter to with the minutes of call

· July Call

· Blair will be fielding questions from ECE advocates about next year’s ask.  Is there a part that we should ask for?  Bring the ideas to the next call

· Will be able to share draft of PHSA board’s letter to NHSA regarding national advocacy

Tasks:

· Karen will edit the guidelines to reflect the changes discussed on the call
· Karen will email the notes from today’s call along with the edited guidelines and current committee list to the PHSA membership

· Blair will post the guidelines on the GA section of the PHSA website

· Karen will make sure to email all current Head Start representatives on State advisory and work groups

· Give them information about the monthly calls

· Request that they participate on the calls

· Provide them with the guidelines for representing Head Start on State advisory and work groups

· E-Rate follow-up

· Jeff will contact Kenny Acklin with question about past use of funding

· Blair will contact former HSSCO EC Project Manger to talk about HSSCO’s past position on Head Start and E-Rate

Next Call:

July 16th, 2008 from 3:00 to 4:00 pm

Probable Agenda Items

· Edits to PA Head Start Representatives on State advisory and work groups list

· Review of State advisory and work groups meeting mid July to mid August and issues that need to be taken to the meetings

· Update on E-Rate
· Head Start ask for the 09-10 State budget

· PHSA Board’s communication with NHSA about national advocacy issues

Update to call participants:

During the call to mute your phone dial *6, to un-mute dial *7

