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HEAD START NEEDS YOU

· Head Start needs you to vote, and be sure that your family, friends and neighbors vote.

· Head Start needs you to vote in this May’s primary election and this November’s general election.

· Head Start needs you to be an advocate for Head Start funding, both federal and state.

· Head Start needs you to contact your Senators (Casey and Specter).  Tell them that Head Star is a valuable and important program.  Ask them to support the President’s Head Start FY 2011 budget request that will make permanent the Head Start Early Head Start expansion.

· Head Start needs you to contact your US House Representative and send them the same message you sent to your Senators.

· Head Start needs you to contact your State Senator and Representative.  Tell them that you do not support the Governor’s proposed cuts the in Head Start (HASSP) funding and PA Pre K Counts funding.  Ask them to restore the HASSP and PA Pre K Counts funding in the PA FY 2010-2011 budget.


PENNSYLVANIA BUDGET CRISIS PUT PRESSURE ON THE HASSP FUNDING
The PA Budget for the current fiscal year (FY) is now over $700,000 in the red.  By the end of the FY  (June 30, 2010) the budget could be over $1billion in the red.  All of Pennsylvania’s programs are being examined carefully.  THE HEAD START COMMUNINTY NEEDS TO BE VERY VOCAL AND VISABLE IN APRIL, MAY and JUNE.  Head Start and Pre K funding are in danger of being severely cut if we do not speak up.  

GOVERNOR RENDELL RELEASES 2010-2011 BUDGET PROPOSAL
The budget proposal calls for the current cuts in HSSAP and PA Pre K Counts funding to be maintained in 2010-2011.  The continuation of the current cuts to the Head Start Supplemental Funding (HSSAP) and PA Pre K Counts for the HSSAP is a 2% cut and PA Pre K Counts a 0.5% cut.

Now, is not the time for Pennsylvania to be cutting back the essential resources for providing the quality services our families need in this economic crisis. 
Children Served In Early Childhood Programs in FY 2002-2003, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 (est.):
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The Governor’s proposed budget for early education for 2010-2011 will:

Serve additional families in:

· Early Intervention – Expanding to reach 81,696 children (34,384 infants and toddlers and 47,312 preschoolers) by adding 1,172 infants and toddlers and 1,229 preschoolers.  

Sustain progress in:
· Child Care Works Subsidized Child Care Program – Sustaining to reach approximately 134,400 children (monthly average).
· Keystone STARS – Sustaining higher quality early learning opportunities for over 177,000 children and making it possible for programs to achieve higher STAR levels. 
· Nurse-Family Partnership –Sustaining to reach more than 4,200 children and families.
· Parent-Child Home Program – Sustaining to reach approximately 1,500 children and families.
Reduce services to children in:

· Head Start Supplemental – Services to 117 children will be removed, which would lower the children served from 5,743 to approximately 5,626 children.
· Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts – Services to 68 children will be removed, which would lower the children from 11,800 to approximately 11,732 children. 

OBAMA ADMINSTRATION RELEASES FY 2011 BUDGET PROPOSAL

The President’s budget calls for an additional $989 million for FY 2011 for Head Start and Early Head Start.  The $989 million would provide the funding to make permanent as part of the Head Start base budget the Head Start expansion that happened last fall (approximately 219 children in PA) and the Early Head Start expansion happening right now of approximately 2000 children.  In addition it would provide for the ongoing funding the program quality improvements that were started with ARRA funding.  PHSA commends President Obama and his budget proposal.
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From ….
President's Budget for FY 2011 Released
As many of you know, President Obama's budget for FY 2011 was released on February 1, 2010.  NHSA is pleased that it provides critical support for young children and their families and will preserve the gains made by our recent ARRA increases.
  

· It would provide "an additional $989 million for FY 2011 for Head Start and Early Head Start to continue to serve 64,000 additional children and families funded in ARRA."  
  

· It would also provide an additional $1.6 billion for the Child Care and Development Fund in preparation for its reauthorization. We are delighted that this budget demonstrates how the Administration has listened and understands the needs of our community.  
  

· It would provide $8.9 billion over 10 years for the Early Learning Challenge Fund.  
  

· It would provide an increase of the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit for families earning $115,000 and under. 
  

· As for IDEA Part C grants for infants and families and Section 619 for preschool grants, the funding level would remain at FY 2009 levels ($440 million and $374 million). 

The President's budget also includes a $3 billion increase for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act ("ESEA"). NHSA intends to follow this carefully.  

Note: the release of the President's budget is just the first step. Both the House and the Senate have to review it and put forth their own proposed appropriations bills. They will need to vote on appropriations for anything to become our funding amount for FY 2011. Our work has just begun. Because of the pervasive national mood for cutting deficits, Congress might consider making major cuts to the President's budget. It will take our concerted work together to preserve the gains we've made for Head Start. 

ELECTIONS MAY AND NOVEMBER

There are two elections of primary importance for Head Start.  The race for US Senator and the race to be the new Governor.  In May there are the primary elections.  In November are the general elections.  Now is the time to learn about the candidates and if the support Head Start.
Senatorial Candidates
· Arlen Specter (D) | 
Senator in 2010
· Joe Sestak (D)
Congressman & Retired Navy Admiral
· Joseph Vodvarka (D)
Machinist & '04 Candidate
· Peg Luksik (R)
Conservative Activist, Businesswoman
· Pat Toomey (R)
Ex-Congressman, Club for Growth President, Businessman & '04 Candidate
· Mel Packer (Green)
Physician Assistant, Writer, Ex-Labor Union Organizer & Peace Activist
· Larry Murphy (Libertarian)
Businessman & Ex-Republican
· Mike Yilit (Indep. American)
Pastoral Degree Student & Construction Worker.
Gubernatorial Candidates
· Joe Hoeffel (D)
Montgomery County Commissioner, Ex-Congressman & '04 US Senate Nominee
· Dan Onorato (D)
Allegheny County Executive, Ex-Allegheny County Controller & Ex-Pittsburgh City Councilman
· Jack Wagner (D)
State Auditor General, Ex-State Sen., Ex-Pittsburgh Council President & USMC Veteran
· Anthony Williams (D)
State Sen., Ex-State Rep. & Non-Profit Group Founder
· Tom Corbett (R)
Attorney General & Ex-US Attorney
· Sam Rohrer (R)
State Rep. & Businessman
· Rich Gordon (Ind)
Truck Driver, Ex-Businessman & Retired Port Authority Worker 
· Robert Allen Mansfield (Independent)
Businessman, National Guard Veteran & Ex-Republican 
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OCDEL

		Children Served by Select OCDEL Programs				FY 02-03		FY 03-04		FY 04-05		FY 05-06		FY 06-07		FY 07-08		FY 08-09 2		FY 09-10 2

		Program				FY 02-03												FY 09-10 1		FY 10-11 1				Program				FY 02-03												FY 09-10 1		FY 10-11 1

		Class Size Reduction (K-3rd Grade)				Did not exist		Did not exist		19,240		22,159		23,213		16,705 1		16,705 2		16,705 2				Head Start

		Child Care Works																								Total Head Start in PA		30,986		30,908		30,868		32,282		35,372		35,311		35,311 2		35,311 2

				TANF		33,939		31,638		36,638		39,224		32,669		31,746		34,743		37,012						Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program		Did not exist		Did not exist		2,484		4,710		5,779		5,780		5,743 2		5,626 1

				Former TANF		20,000		20,772		21,232		26,525		32,165		39,628		33,223		32,746				Keystone STARS

				Low Income		45,908		47,802		50,840		52,769		57,250		60,818		59,825		64,614						Estimated Children in Keystone STARS		45,745		74,950		132,111		153,863		138,128		178,157		177,530		177,530

				TOTAL (monthly average)		99,847		100,212		108,710		118,518		122,084		132,192		127,791		134,372						Number of Providers in Keystone STARS		898		1,313		3,349		4,291		3,766		4,798		4,464		4,464

		Early Intervention																						Nurse-Family Partnership				3,092		3,396		3,602		3,736		3,947		4,169		4,247		4,247 2

				Birth to 3 Program		22,020		23,449		26,458		28,522		29,848		31,963		33,212		34,384				Pre-K

				3 to 5 Program		33,726		35,785		36,790		38,189		39,477		41,637		46,052		47,312						School Based Pre-K and K4		2,684		2,593		0		0		0		10,365 4		9,256		14,675

		Full Day Kindergarten				42,015		48,331		62,074		68,187		69,287		74,545		80,454		80,454						PA Pre-K Counts		Did not exist		Did not exist		Did not exist		Did not exist		Did not exist		10,945		11,800		11,732 1

		1 Fiscal Year End Goal or Projection																2 Projection based on Previous FY Program

		Parent-Child Home Program												1,505		1,537		1,537 3		1,537 3

		Children's Trust Fund






