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The Success of Pennsylvania’s Head Starts Programs

and the Head Start State Supplemental Assistance Program

Pennsylvania’s Head Start programs are proud of the respect and confidence the State of Pennsylvania has shown Head Start by providing state funding for Head Start programs to serve low-income children and their families.  The Early Care and Education Community is requesting an additional $15 million increase in Head Start funding in Pennsylvania’s 2007-2008 budget which would provide a Head Start program for an additional 1500 children.. 
Through the Head Start State Supplemental Assistance Program Pennsylvania has seen a rapid growth in Pennsylvania State funding and the number of low income children and their families served by Head Start programs providing them a high quality PreK experience.  

Year


Funding

New Children Served

Extended Day
2003-2004

$0


0



0

2004-2005

$15 million 

1473



1013

2005-2006 

$30 million

3507



1000
2006-2007 

$40 million

4800



1000
Head Start programs have successfully worked with the PDE, the Office of Child Development, DPW and the Head Start Collaborative Office to provide a quality Head Start, PreK experience for 4800 new children at a cost of approximately $7,659 per child.  Forty-Eight of the Sixty-Seven Head Start grantees are participating in the HSSSP.  Head Start programs are using their capacity, expertise, monitoring system and experience to reach these children rapidly, effectively and efficiently.  Head Start would not have been successful in this endeavor without the help of their Child Care providers and School District partners.  The outcomes data from the HSSCO already shows the positive impact this funding is having on children and families in the state.  

Head Start programs have done this during a time when their federal funding increases did not kept up with the cost of inflation, and in 2006 programs received a 1% cut in funding.  Head Start programs are expecting an additional cut in their federal funding in 2007.

Head Start has been the largest and most effective ECE program in the country for low income children and their families for 40 years.  The rapid, successful response by Head Start to the growth of the HSSAP shows that programs are recognizing the importance of their participation in Pennsylvania’s ECE and PreK efforts including: Keystone Stars, Community Engagement Groups, The PreK Counts Initiative as well as the HSSAP.

The Pennsylvania Head Start programs plan to continue to provide leadership in the ECE community by working to provide a Head Start PreK program to all eligible low income children through partnerships with child care providers and school districts and supporting efforts to improve the lives of all young children through state Pre K programs, etc.
Investing in Head Start makes sense in fiscally challenging times.  Research shows a minimum return rate of investment of $1 to $4, with some research showing a rate as high as $1 to $17.  This means spending $1 on a Head Start programs saves at least $4 in costs to communities in terms of education, special education, law enforcement, etc.
Future additional funding for Head Start needs to continue the focus on reaching more children by building capacity of programs to serve these children.  This needs to include funding for buildings, new centers and the mentoring of partnerships with school districts and child care as well as for more slots for children.  
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