September 16, 2009 Government Affairs Conference Call
State Budget

· Still at an impasse

· New proposal with 3 caucus support late last week

· This may or may not be brought to a vote

· Gov has promised to veto it

· May try to over-ride the veto

· First meeting of PA Non-profit Caucus

· Hosted by Senator Brubaker

· Legislators have not had a chance to see the whole proposal

· Thinks that there are numerous opportunities for the “wheels to fall off”

· If it is brought to a vote it is likely to be vetoed and question becomes if they have enough votes for an over-ride

· Please continue to call your representatives with weekly message about Head Start and Early Learning

· Continue to hear that Early Learning Community and Head Start as a part of it is doing a great job of communicating the importance of this funding

· Need to continue to remind them throughout the process

· PCN

· Head Start people who were commenting that PKC was duplicative of Head Start and they weren’t sure why we were doing it

· If anyone knows who these folks were, please let PHSA know

· We would like to reach out to them and talk about the issues to ensure that we are clear

· Quotes like this are difficult to deal with because they often take on a life of their own.

EHS Expansion

· Have heard that some programs have been contacted preliminarily about expansion grant

· We are still hearing that final decisions will not be made until the end of October

· These were preliminary conversations and they are gathering information to help them distribute this across the state with an appropriate rural/urban mix

· Regional Office will have to send their decisions to OHS

· After OHS approves, it then needs to go to the Governor’s office for approval

Head Start expansion

· Money will be encumbered by end of October

· Much smaller pot of money

Past State Advisory Meetings:

· PA TAP (PA Technical Assistance Providers)
· PHSA, HSSCO, State Based System and ICF and GPSS)

· Working to ensure that TA plans are coordinated and that we are working well together

· Also taking next step to decrease duplicate data collection from programs about training needs

· Developing a process for sharing information about programs training needs

· Have spent a lot of time thinking about a long range plan for providing TA around EHS expansion

· Plans to utilize the Spring Conference to provide TA

· Looking at an EHS Institute next summer

· Also looking for follow-up at next Year’s Summit
Future State Advisory Meetings:

· STARS Advisory
· Programs have provided PHSA with valuable information for committee in past

· This meeting will focus on the impact of the budget impasse to STARS programs

· Please forward information on to Blair to bring to the committee

· PA PIRC (Parent Information Resource Center)
· Focus in on how to inform parents about No Child Left Behind

· Any concerns about connecting with parents, partnering with parents in the state would be appropriate to bring to this group

· ELN
· Past focus has been on preparing for go live

· Making sure that programs technically are able to access the system

· Making sure that programs understand the requirements for entering data and have been trained to enter their data
· Making sure that programs have materials to share with parents explaining the ELN and the importance of participating

· Believe current focus will be on the impact of the budget impasse on programs abilities to participate in the ELN and enter data

New PHSA Email

· Have revamped the list

· Have over 750 people on the list

· Still think that it is an under-used resource and would like to see additional participation

· Have been getting good feedback about the new system

· More user friendly

· Better looking

· Less issue with spam

· We are pleased with the level of communication that it is providing us

Early Learning Challenge Funds

· House will be voting on this bill most likely today

· Bill could provide funding for data management systems that would benefit Head Start program in the State

· Contact your federal legislators and let them know they should support it

Summit

· Recognize that we are in a crisis

· Still think that there is something valuable to be had

· Great learning opportunity
· Important particularly in times of stress to stay connected to one another

· Presenter registration is still experiencing some glitches

· Asking presenters not to register yet

· Want to ensure that they are counted properly and that their registration fee for the day is waived properly

· Please contact Karen with any questions

Next Call:  October 21, 2009 from 3:00 – 4:00

