Francine Bunch – A Reflection

Francine Bunch began her involvement with Head Start as a parent with the Lancaster Child Development Program’s Head Start. At the center now named to honor her memory, she was a very active parent. She volunteered both in the classroom and for parent activities, including parent meetings. Francine eventually became a classroom aide in the Lancaster Head Start Program, but quickly became a Parent Involvement Worker. Francine’s devotion to involving parents with their child’s development and the community in which they live was recognized by the program in her promotion to Parent Involvement Coordinator

As Parent Involvement Coordinator, she worked with parents in both Lancaster City and throughout Lancaster County. She was loved by city and county parents alike. Francine saw parents in their total person. She saw the eagerness, caring, intelligence, humor and all good things that help to make us the total person we are.

Francine recognized the importance of continuing education and always encouraged parents to return to school and further their education by attending adult training, Vo-tech, and college.

Francine was one of the early organizers for the Pennsylvania Parents/Staff Association and the Region III Association. The month prior to her death, Francine worked diligently to host state meetings for parents in Lancaster.

Francine always worked with a smile and saw the positive in the people she came in contact with.

In honoring Francine Bunch, the Francine Bunch Memorial Award is given to a parent and staff person from a PHSA member organization displaying the high qualities characteristic of Francine Bunch. This award is given only when there is a nominee who meets the standards set out for the award.

Qualification Requirements for the Francine Bunch Award
In 1998 the Pennsylvania Head Start Association Board of Directors agreed to revive the Francine Bunch Memorial Award and recognize annual recipients during the PHSA spring conference. This honor may be awarded to one parent and one staff person each year.

The recipient(s) of this award must meet the following criteria:

1.
The individual(s) must be a parent, staff member or friend (if and only if the friend is a former parent) who is affiliated with a dues paying member program of the Association.

2.
The candidate(s) must have been actively involved with their local program and clearly benefited from the involvement.

3.
The person(s) must have advanced educationally while involved in the local program.

4.
The individual(s) must have become involved in other local community activities.

5.
The candidate(s) serves as positive role model for parents and staff alike.

6.
The person(s) promoted positive working relationships between parents, staff and friends at the local, state or federal level.

To submit a nominee, describe in narrative form how the candidate meets the six criteria listed above.

The Francine Bunch Memorial Award:
This honor is presented to a parent and a staff person from a PHSA member organization who has exemplified many of the characteristics of Francine Bunch (as described in Francine Bunch - A Reflection).  
 Qualification Requirements for the Francine Bunch Award
1.
The individual(s) must be a parent, staff member or friend (if and only if the friend is a former parent) who is affiliated with a dues paying member program of the Association.

2.
The candidate(s) must have been actively involved with their local program and clearly benefited from the involvement.

3. 
The person(s) must have advanced educationally while involved in the local program. 

4. 
The individual(s) must have become involved in other local community activities.

5. 
The candidate(s) serves as a positive role model for parents and staff alike.

6. 
The person(s) promoted positive working relationships between parents, staff and friends at the local, state or federal level. 

Nominating Process

Staff members from dues paying programs may nominate a parent, a past parent and/or co-worker for the Francine Bunch Award.  To nominate a candidate, staff must write a letter describing how the candidate meets the six criteria listed above.  Click here for a current time line for submitting nominations.  Each letter will be evaluated by the PHSA Scholarships and Awards Committee and one parent and one staff person will be selected to receive the award each year.  Award winners are recognized with a commemorative plaque during PHSA’s annual Spring Conference.  
Nomination letters should be mailed or emailed directly to:
Amy Johnson
Pennsylvania Head Start Association
3700 Vartan Way
Harrisburg, PA 17110

